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INTRODUCTION  

This story is about a detective who defies the stereotypes as we know from novels and movies. 

Ausable is a fat man with a short height and thick accent. A young writer goes to meet him to get 

some inspiration for his next story or novel. But the young writer was highly disappointed to see an 

unassuming person as a detective. However, when he encounters the detective’s quick wit and 

presence of mind he is highly impressed and changes his opinion about him. 

 

SUMMARY  

Ausable was a secret agent who was expecting to get an important paper. During his stay in a French 

hotel a young writer named Fowler came to meet him. He was disappointed to see Ausable as he was 

unlike any fictional spy. His room was on the sixth floor of that musty and gloomy hotel. When they 

both entered the room, they found a man standing in the centre of the room. He had a pistol in his 

hand. This was the first thrill of the day for Fowler. The name of the man with a gun was Max. 

He said that he had come there to snatch the secret report from Ausable. Ausable remained silent and 

cool. He pretended to be angry with the management of the hotel. Sensing the danger, he fabricated a 

story of a balcony just below the window of his room and how last month too an unknown person 

had entered the room through that balcony. Max told Ausable that he had used a master key to enter 

the door. He wished that he should have entered through the balcony way which would have been 

much easier.  

There was a sudden knocking at the door. Ausable smiled. He said it must be the police because he 

himself had called them for the protection of such an important report. Max was nervous and jumped 

through the window to the balcony. But there was no balcony as Ausable had told. He jumped only 

to crash to the ground. 

Then the door opened and the waiter entered the room with a bottle of wine and two glasses that 

Ausable had ordered for them. Fowler did not know anything about the balcony. He feared that Max 

would soon return. But Ausable told him the fact that he would never return as the balcony was non-

existent. Thus, Fowler was much impressed by his cleverness and presence of mind. 

MESSAGE  

This story brings forward the message that one can emerge successful from the most difficult 

situation with a calm approach and presence of mind. One needs to think quickly and act calmly and 

wisely in a situation of danger.  

 

A. Read the extracts given below and answer the questions that follow: 

1. “You are disappointed”, Ausable said wheezily over his shoulder. “You were told that I was 

a secret agent, a spy, dealing in espionage and danger. You wished to meet me because you are 

a writer, young and romantic. You envisioned mysterious figures in the night, the crack of 

pistols, drugs in the wine.” 

(a) Who was disappointed and with whom? 

(b) Why did he want to meet Ausable? 

(c)Why was the writer disappointed? 
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2. Ausable moved to an armchair and sat down heavily. “I’m going to raise the devil 

with the management this time, and you can bet on it,” he said grimly. “This is the 

second time in a month that somebody has got into my room through that nuisance of 

a balcony!” Fowler’s eyes went to the single window of the room. It was an ordinary 

window, against which now the night was pressing blackly.  

(a)Why was Ausable disturbed? 

(b)What did he complain of? 

(c)What story did Ausable cook up to confuse Max?  

3. “You are disillusioned”, Ausable told him. “But take cheer, my young friend. 

Presently you will see a paper, a quite important paper for which several men and 

women have risked their lives, come to me. Someday soon that paper may well affect 

the course of history. 

(a) Who is ‘my young friend’ in the above extract? 

(b) What is the ‘important paper’ referred to here?  

(c) Find a word from the passage that means the same as ‘disappointed’. 

B. Answer the following questions in 30-40 words. 

1. Why was Fowler disappointed on meeting Ausable? 

2. ‘And as the light came on, Fowler had his first authentic thrill of the day.’ What was the 

‘thrill’? 

3. How does Ausable manage to make Max believe that there was a balcony attached to his 

room? 

4. Ausable was a clever secret agent. Do you agree with the statement? Justify your answer. 

5.At the beginning of the story, Fowler felt disappointed with Ausable. Do you think Fowler 

had the same feeling towards the end of the story? Give reasons for your answer.  

C. Answer the following question in 100-120 words. 

1. Looking back at the story, when do you think Ausable thought of his plan of getting rid of 

Max? Do you think he had worked out his plan in detail right from the beginning or did he 

make up a plan taking advantage of events as they happened? 

 


